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Canada Day: Resources for learning and engaging with 

Indigenous communities 

As National Indigenous History Month comes to an end, and in the wake of the horrifying 

discovery of 215 murdered children at the Kamloops residential school site, many people are 

asking the question: How can I or my organization celebrate Canada Day while respecting the 

communities that have been harmed throughout Canadian history?  

July 1st offers an opportunity to acknowledge, educate, remember, and take action. We have 

compiled a broad range of resources to inspire you to consider your own role in reconciliation 

this Canada Day. 

 

Perspectives to consider: 

• 7 Ways to Celebrate Canada Day By Giving Back (Flare Magazine) 

• “Canada Day” Is Not a Celebration (feminuity) 

• Cancel Canada Day (Idle No More) 

• Celebrating Canada Day Doesn’t Erase Its Ugly History. So, What Can We Do? 

(Huffington Post) 

• Non-Indigenous people — here’s what you can do, right now (Indiginews) 

• Opinion: For healing, Canada Day 2021 needs to be set aside for Indigenous ceremony 

(Regina Leader-Post) 

• The case for — and against — cancelling Canada Day (Toronto Star) 

 

Articles, reports and books to read: 

Articles and reports 

• A history of residential schools in Canada (CBC News) 

• Indigenous Ally Toolkit (Montreal Indigenous Community Network) 

• Indigenous history in Canada (Government of Canada) 

• Whose Land Is It Anyway? A Manual For Decolonization (Peter McFarlane and Nicole 

Schabus) 

 

 

https://www.flare.com/identity/how-to-celebrate-canada-day-2020-giving-back/
https://www.feminuity.org/blog/canadadayisnotacelebration
https://idlenomore.ca/cancelcanadaday/
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/canada-day-black-indigenous_ca_5efa0c9bc5b6acab28451ca1
https://indiginews.com/okanagan/non-indigenous-people-heres-what-you-can-do-in-wake-of-kirs-news
https://leaderpost.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-for-healing-canada-day-2021-needs-to-be-set-aside-for-indigenous-ceremony
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/06/11/should-canada-day-be-cancelled-london-attack-kamloops-discovery-stir-debate-over-how-to-mark-july-1.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-history-of-residential-schools-in-canada-1.702280
http://reseaumtlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Ally_March.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/culture/history-heritage/indigenous-history.html
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
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Books 

• #IndigenousReads (Government of Canada) 

• 21 Things You May Not Know About the Indian Act: Helping Canadians Make 

Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples a Reality (Bob Joseph) 

• A Mind Spread Out On The Ground (Alicia Elliott) 

• Blanket Toss Under Midnight Sun (Paul Seesequasis) 

• Five Little Indians (Michelle Good) 

• Indigenous Relations: Insights, Tips & Suggestions to Make Reconciliation a Reality 

(Bob Joseph) 

• Peace and Good Order (Harold R. Johnson) 

• Seven Fallen Feathers (Tanya Talaga) 

• The Inconvenient Indian (Thomas King) 

• The North-West is Our Mother (Jean Teillet) 

• Treaty # (Armand Garnet Ruffo) 

CCDI encourages you to check with your local bookstore or municipal library for availability of 

these publications. 

 

Podcasts to listen to: 

• All My Relations  

• Coffee with My Ma  

• Métis in Space  

• Missing and Murdered  

• Native Opinion 

• New Fire with Lisa Charleyboy  

• RAVEN (De)Briefs 

• Red Man Laughing 

• Secret Life of Canada  

• The Henceforward  

• The Red Nation 

• This Land  

• Unreserved 

 

  

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1472674362414/1557776582786
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/21-things-you-may-not/9780995266520-item.html
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/21-things-you-may-not/9780995266520-item.html
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/588523/a-mind-spread-out-on-the-ground-by-alicia-elliott/9780385692380
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/557013/blanket-toss-under-midnight-sun-by-paul-seesequasis/9780735273313
https://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443459181/?utm_source=aps&utm_medium=ggleadvt&utm_campaign=aps&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_pOZ_PCc8QIVKD2tBh3S2AjbEAAYASAAEgKFIvD_BwE
https://www.ictinc.ca/books/indigenous-relations
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/603639/peace-and-good-order-by-harold-r-johnson/9780771048722
https://houseofanansi.com/products/seven-fallen-feathers
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/93028/the-inconvenient-indian-by-thomas-king/9780385664226
https://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443450126/the-north-west-is-our-mother/
https://bookstore.wolsakandwynn.ca/products/treaty
https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/coffee-with-my-ma/id1372866076?mt=2
http://www.metisinspace.com/listen/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/missing-murdered-who-killed-alberta-williams/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/native-opinion-an-american-indian-perspective/id1066441811
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/new-fire/
https://raventrust.com/https-raventrust-com-raven-briefings-a-podcast/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/red-man-laughing/id581403701
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/secretlifeofcanada
http://www.thehenceforward.com/episodes/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-red-nation-podcast/id1482834485
https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-land/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/current-affairs-information/unreserved/


 

 

 
page 3 of 3 www.ccdi.ca 

 

Films and videos to watch: 

Please note: There is a cost related to watching this content and CCDI is not responsible for 

those costs.  

• Angry Inuk (CBC Gem) 

• Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner (CBC Gem)  

• Ted Talk: Canada’s State of Emergency by Pamela Palmater (free on YouTube) 

• Indigenous Made Film Catalogue (Reel Canada) 

• Maina (CBC Gem)  

• Mohawk Girls (CBC Gem)  

• nîpawistamâsowin: We Will Stand Up (free from the National Film Board of Canada) 

• Rhymes for Young Ghouls (CBC Gem)  

• RUMBLE: The Indians Who Rocked the World (Amazon, iTunes, Google Play and Vudu)  

• The Body Remembers When the World Broke Open (CBC Gem) 

• The Lesser Blessed (CBC Gem)  

• Uvanga (CBC Gem) 

 

Things to do: 

• Donate to Indigenous charities 

• Request a KAIROS Blanket Exercise for your organization 

• Learn the history of the land you live on, or the closest residential schools 

 

Accounts to follow on Instagram: 

CCDI is not responsible for the content posted by any of these accounts.  

• @_anishinaabekwe  

• @aylelum  

• @gcindigenous  

• @indigenous_baddie 

• @indigenouscanada  

• @indigenouspeoplesmovement  

• @inuktitut_ilinniaqta  

• @jeremy_ratt 

• @kentmonkman  

• @notoriouscree 

• @officialsherrymckay 

• @shayla0h 

• @shinanova 

https://gem.cbc.ca/media/cbc-docs-pov/season-1/episode-9/38e815a-00d62667222?cmp=pov-pareto-docs
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/atanarjuat-the-fast-runner/38e815a-010b3d46bd3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrd4848Q064
https://www.reelcanada.ca/indigenous-made-films/
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/maina/38e815a-010a6269fa4
https://gem.cbc.ca/season/mohawk-girls/season-1/5769ca7f-33cd-4575-ad05-f26b7f9050dd
https://www.nfb.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-we-will-stand-up/
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/rhymes-for-young-ghouls/38e815a-01112a6c7e2
http://www.rumblethemovie.com/home
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/the-body-remembers-when-the-world-broke-open/38e815a-012d6a41ccc
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/the-lesser-blessed/38e815a-00f6878239f
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/films/uvanga/38e815a-00a0288b42d
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/category/indigenous-peoples/
https://www.kairosblanketexercise.org/
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/beyond-94-residential-school-map/
https://www.instagram.com/_anishinaabekwe/
https://www.instagram.com/aylelum/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/gcindigenous/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/indigenous_baddie/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/indigenouscanada/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/indigenouspeoplesmovement/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/inuktitut_ilinniaqta/
https://www.instagram.com/jeremy_ratt/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/kentmonkman/
https://www.instagram.com/notoriouscree/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/officialsherrymckay/?hl=en
https://www.shaylastonechild.com/
https://www.instagram.com/shinanova/?hl=en

